Press release from Campaign for Borders Rail – for immediate use
CAMPAIGNERS ATTACK 'BROKEN PROMISES' ON BORDERS RAILWAY TIMETABLE
The Campaign for Borders Rail (CBR) has reacted angrily to news that Transport Scotland has reneged on its long-promised 55-minute maximum journey time from Edinburgh to the Borders Railway terminus at Tweedbank. The draft timetable issued for consultation earlier this week [1] shows that 78% of Edinburgh-Tweedbank trains will be timed to take longer than 55 minutes, as will 39% of trains from Tweedbank to Edinburgh [2]. CBR Chairman Simon Walton commented:

“Ever since Transport Scotland published its Prequalification Document for the Borders Railway in December 2009 [3] it has promised that the maximum journey time would be 55 minutes from Tweedbank to Edinburgh. Now it is reneging on that promise, reducing the train’s ability to compete with the car from the Central Borders to Edinburgh. On Mondays to Fridays, no fewer than 26 out of 33 trains from Edinburgh to Tweedbank will take longer than the promised 55 minutes, and journey times will average 37mph – fine during the peak hours when traffic congestion hampers car speeds in and around Edinburgh, but just not good enough at off-peak times when the roads are much clearer. On Saturdays, a paltry 2 out of 33 trains to Tweedbank will achieve the maximum 55 minutes laid down by Transport Scotland in 2009.

“We believe that the extra time added to the timetable is ‘padding’ to compensate for anticipated service unreliability caused by Transport Scotland’s short-sighted cut-back of double-track provision on the Borders Railway, from 16 miles to just 9 ½ miles [4].

“We all want the Borders Railway to be as successful as other rail route re-openings in Scotland, but there is now a serious worry that short-termist thinking will hamper what could and should be an exemplary train service. We need a strategic vision from Transport Scotland instead of broken promises.’

Mr Walton did however welcome the news that three train services daily in each direction will operate between Tweedbank and stations to the west of Waverley, including Haymarket and South Gyle:

“It’s good news that a CrossRail service is being retained, but unfortunate that the three trains from Tweedbank will hang around at Waverley for 10, 12 and 14 minutes before continuing westwards. 
MORE INFO:

Simon Walton, CBR Chairman, on 01578 760686 / 07540 313018 or Chairman.bordersrail@uwclub.net
NOTES FOR EDITORS:

[1] The timetable consultation document was issued to SEStran, Scottish Borders Council, Midlothian Council, City of Edinburgh Council and Passenger Focus.

[2] The draft timetable shows the following timings in summary:

Edinburgh-Tweedbank Monday-Friday: Journey times vary from 55 to 59 minutes, and 26 out of 33 trains are scheduled to take longer than the maximum 55 minutes laid down in 2009.

Tweedbank-Edinburgh Monday-Friday: Journey times vary from 54 to 60 minutes, and 13 out of 33 trains are scheduled to take longer than the maximum 55 minutes laid down in 2009.

[3] On journey times, the Borders Railway Prequalification Document for DBFM Contract issued by Transport Scotland in December 2009 stated that:

“The railway and station infrastructure must be capable of accommodating a maximum fifty five minute timetabled passenger train service of two trains per hour in each direction between Edinburgh Waverley and Tweedbank for around a nineteen hour, seven day timetable calling at all stations. Minimising journey time is a key requirement of this DBFM Contract and the track alignment should optimise curvature and line speed. The final configuration of any dynamic passing loops should facilitate future improvement and expansion, as well as providing any necessary passenger train timetable flexibility.”

[4] On crossing loop lengths, the Borders Railway Prequalification Document for DBFM Contract issued by Transport Scotland in December 2009 set out the following infrastructure requirements:

“49.4 km [30.7 miles] of single bi-directional track with three dynamic passing loops from the point of connection to Great Britain’s national rail network at Millerhill to Tweedbank station; Track layout consists of 23.6 km [14.7 miles] of single plain line track and 25.8 km [16 miles] of double plain line track”

Transport Scotland has since cut back the double-track provision from 16 miles to 9½ miles.

[5] The Campaign for Borders Rail (CBR), launched in 1999, is one of Britain’s most successful grassroots rail campaigns. CBR’s key aim was realised on 6th November 2012 when the Scottish Government’s Transport Minister Keith Brown announced that Transport Scotland and Network Rail had concluded a deal to construct the new Borders Railway – bringing trains back in 2015 after an absence of more than 45 years. CBR lobbying was also crucial to securing key enhancements to the original official railway specification – (i) inclusion of a station at Stow, and (ii) redesign of Tweedbank station to accommodate long tourist charter trains, bringing in visitors from across Britain. See http://www.campaignforbordersrail.org/ .
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